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The near side of the Moon. Photo: NASA.

A Year In Reflection
I. International Workshops
The OSI held two international, transdisciplinary workshops early last year that centered on issues
concerning the sustainability of Outer Space activities. The first, held in January of 2020, brought
participants to Salt Spring Island, Canada, to discuss and address the issue of orbital debris, and
concluded with a set of consensus-based policy recommendations entitled the “Salt Spring
Recommendations on Space Debris.” The Recommendations emphasize sustainable in-orbit operations,
and comprehensive governance and licensing regimes that reflect developments in the ‘NewSpace’ era.
The second workshop explored issues related to Outer Space mining and was hosted by the Peter Wall
Institute at the University of British Columbia, Canada, in March of 2020. As the event took place
immediately prior to the global shutdown due to Covid-19, we adapted by hosting attendees both
virtually and in-person, and for many participants it marked their last in-person meeting for over a year
now. The Workshop produced the “Vancouver Recommendations on Space Mining,” which encourage
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open, multilateral negotiations on the development
of a sustainable international Space mining regime.
The concrete, action-oriented outcomes of these
workshops has us eagerly waiting for when it is safe
to conduct in-person events once again!

II. Consultation and Open Letters
In April of 2020, President Donald Trump signed an
A photo from The Outer Space Institute's first Fellows workshop on Salt
executive order encouraging Outer Space mining
Spring Island BC, Canada.
under national regulation only. In response, the OSI
organized an International Open Letter on Space Mining calling for the United Nations to initiate
multilateral negotiations on Outer Space resource exploration, exploitation, and utilization. The open
letter was released while the United States was negotiating the Artemis Accords with NASA partner
states. Important compromises are evident in the final version of the Accords, including the statement that
it constitutes a “political” rather than legally binding document. We do not know whether our letter played
a role in this. The full list of signatories, which included former foreign ministers and Nobel laureates,
can be viewed here.
Seven OSI Fellows from Canada recently responded to a consultation request from the Canadian Space
Agency on the future of Canadian Space exploration. Their recommendations include that Canada
“urgently pursues a leadership role in multilateral diplomacy related to space resource exploration,
exploitation and utilization before space resource exploitation is unilaterally conducted by states under
national regulation,” and that it “develop a regular call schedule for Canadian-led deep space science
missions, while continuing to contribute meaningfully to missions led by other countries.” The full set of
recommendations can be viewed here: Consulting Canadians on a Framework for Future Space
Exploration.

III. Fellows' Recent Contributions
The Ottawa branch of the Canadian International Council
(CIC) hosted Paul Meyer last month for a presentation and
Q&A on the Diplomacy of Space Security. More of Paul’s
work on security issues can be found at the Canadian Global
Affairs Institute, which published his most recent article
“Arms Control in Outer Space: Mission Impossible or
Unrealized Potential?”
Paul Meyer is a former Canadian diplomat and adjunct professor
of International Studies at Simon Fraser University.
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Dr. Morbia Jah is an associate professor in the faculty of Aerospace
Engineering and Engineering Mechanics at the University of Texas, Austin.
Photo: University of Texas.

Moriba Jah and a team at the University of Texas at
Austin have launched Eyes on the Sky, an initiative to
educate the general public and policy makers about
Space environmentalism and encourage them to
consider and protect Near Earth Space! Moriba is also
hosting a new webcast series in association with
SpaceWatch.Global called “Moriba’s Vox Populi”.
You can register for the upcoming April 8th session of
Moriba’s Vox Populi, with a focus on space security,
here.

Alice Gorman was recently featured on the Space to Grow and
Ologies podcasts to discuss the intriguing field of Space
archeology. Alice, along with colleagues, drafted the
Declaration of the Rights of the Moon to raise awareness of
humanity’s relationship with the Moon and the emerging human
impacts on lunar environments. Coverage of the Declaration
appeared in an ABC News article. Relatedly, you can read
Alice’s most recent piece on lunar heritage “Who is responsible
for heritage in outer space?” in Apollo.

Dr. Alice Gorman is an associate professor of Archeology
at Flinders University. Photo: Daniel Kukec.

Timiebi Aganaba-Jeanty guest edited and published in
the March 2021 edition of the New Space Journal—a
special issue presenting research on New Space through
an African lens. Earlier this year, Timiebi published an
article at the Center for International Governance
Innovation (CIGI) entitled “Innovative Instruments for
Space Governance,” as well as an informative video
narration “Space Law Explained,” also at CIGI.
Dr. Timiebi Aganaba-Jeanty is an assistant professor of Space and
Society, in the School for the Future of Innovation in Society at Arizona
State University. Photo: Arizona State University.

Aaron Boley and Michael Byers’ most recent co-authored essay – “Elon Musk of Mars: a space fantasy
with real consequences here on Earth” – was published in the Globe and Mail. Several months ago, their
article “U.S. Space Policy puts the safe development of space at risk” was published in Science. Aaron
and Michael are also nearing the final stages of a co-authored book on Space governance for Cambridge
University Press, which is set for publication in 2022.
You can view a regularly updated list of publications, initiatives and other contributions by OSI Fellows on
the “Documents and Press” page of the Outer Space Institute’s website.
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IV. UBC Green College Speaker Series
The OSI has continued to partner with Green
College, UBC, in an ongoing speaker series that
brings Space experts with backgrounds in the
natural and social sciences, engineering, law,
and/or policy to a public audience. Read on for
a list of the most recent talks.
Astronomy, Indigenous Peoples, and the
Challenge of Light Pollution: A conversation
with Jennifer Howse, Maureen Luchsinger and
Laura Griffen; Onward to Mars: A conversation

Dr. Aaron J. Rosengren presenting at Green College in January of 2020. His full
lecture–“The Chaotic Quest to Conquer Earth's Space Junk Problem”–is available on
Youtube.

with Dr. Margarita Marinova, former SpaceX engineer; Space Cooperation: A conversation with Dr. Jan
Wörner, Director General of the European Space Agency; and, most recently, Space Environmentalism: A
conversation with Prof. Moriba Jah, University of Texas at Austin.

The OSI Moving Forward
I. Fellows Retreat
A two-day retreat for all OSI Fellows and Junior Fellows will be held on Salt Spring Island, British
Columbia, in late 2021. All travel, accommodation and meals will be provided. The retreat is intended to
enable a free-flowing, far-ranging, transdisciplinary discussion of cutting edge issues in near-Earth Space -and how we can make progress in addressing them. Possible dates and additional details will be circulated
soon!

II. Call for Ideas and Suggestions
The OSI is new and therefore a work-in-progress, so we need great ideas and constructive criticism from
all of you! Suggestions may include topic ideas and project proposals. This call also extends to any
aspect of the OSI website, including the addition of new content. This is an open and ongoing invitation
so please reach out with suggestions at any point.
Please feel free to comment me directly at andrew.falle@ubc.ca.
Andrew Falle
OSI Research Coordinator
andrew.falle@ubc.ca

